Merrell On The Move
Merrell UMC is a Christian community sharing the love of Jesus Christ
through the practice of our gifts and graces to become Christian disciples
of excellence. Christian disciples are believing and those yet to believe
(Christians and pre-Christians) being transformed in a life giving faith com-
munity, living the gospel out of biblical learning, with inspirational wor-

ship, growing in generosity, committed to transform communities with our
service and accepting God’s presence for all people through prayer.
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3900 N. State Road 7 Lauderdaleakes, F| 33319
Office - 954-731-2323 Fa 4=731-33528
Email - office@merrellumc.org

Pre-School: 954-731-2336
The Reverend Bancroft L. Williams, Senior Pastor
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Spirit-led*Equipped*Empowered<Disciples

Mission: To create Spirit-led, Equipped and Empowered Disciples for the world.




g W

“SEASON FOR CHANGE”
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Greetings my brothers and sisters,

We are already in the month of April. With the moving of time, we
have much to thank God for. In the context of world events however,
the tendency to hate, demean, impoverish and harm others are gaining
‘ pace in the world. Too many persons are not being afforded peace
instead of wars, ba3|c daily provisions for survival or the promise of better days instead of daily pain.
People are in bondages of evil that refuse to release them to their greater humanity and potentials.

Our greater humanity and potentials in life are captured in our Christian liturgies during this month.
The Lenten season is 40 weekdays that seek to examine bondages that hinder connection with God
and living faithfully in community. Lent invites reflection, response and renewal in practice of Chris-
tian faith and service. Holy Week, starting from Palm Sunday, walk Christians through the journey of
Jesus Christ, the painful agonizing human suffering when God’s love is rejected for human idealism.
This rejection or objection to revelation of God’s invitation inflicts violence. Violence inflicted has
subtle and blatant components when Jesus is accused of being an impostor King challenging Roman
and Jewish rule. The violence inflicted in relation to rejection of Christ Jesus resulted in broken
relations, denial of association by Peter, and the disciples’ great fear for life that resulted in hiding
from enemies as result of crucifixion of our Lord. Crucifixion became the symbol of rejection of all
sinfulness bonds persons to fear, violence, and bondage instead ushers in new meaning in the cross.

For the symbol of the crucifixion, the cross is what turns human logic and tragedy into hope. With
Easter comes resurrection change. The gospels of John (20:1-18) and Matthew (28:1-10) point to
change that is already available. There is a new day (Sunday), a new dawn, new encounter with reality
see in Christ, and rising up new witness who overcome fear of death due to evil. There was an inward
spiritual change and outward physical movement to honor resurrection change. In the letter of
Colossians 3, the faithful are encouraged to set minds to heavenly things due to the resurrection
(Col 3:1-2). Further they are to “put to death” those life stories (violence, hate, etc.) that stem from
walking in contradiction to spiritual change associated with the new day, new encounter of the heart
and living as new witness for God. (Col 3: 5-17). That can be our change too. Seek to experience each
day as an opportunity to put to death those things that bond or tie us to be less than we are. Live today
in God’s grace to embrace resurrection change and be the change Christ wants in our communities
near and far.

Rev. Bancroft Williams
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We look forward to seeing everyone at these
special worship services. Please bring a friend!

Theme: “BREAK OFF AND BUILD UP”

April 5 Wednesday Why God's Love Prevails
6:00pm

April 9 Palm Sunday Walk in Destiny
8am & 10am

April 13 Maundy Thursday Foot Wash/Love Feast
6:30pm

April 14 Good Friday Worship Service
5:00pm

April 16 Easter Sunday Resurrection Change

6:30am & 10:00am

Friendly Reminder

e The Worship Committee is getting ready to decorate the Sanctuary for the
.. . Easter Season. We need your donations for Lilies. Please note: all plants will
be available for collection by the donors immediately after the 10:00AM

Easter Sunday Worship Service.
Easter Lily Order cut-off date TODAY !
Please don't ][orget to p/ace your order ][or Faster Lilies Ly comp/eting
the order form in your bulletin.
Please see Sisters Delores Ellis & Gwenette Gayle.
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Bold Justice''Nehemiah Action"'

The Merrell congregation turned out
recently for BOLD Justice (Broward Organized
Leaders Doing Justice) Nehemiah Action, much
like a huge community revival, only much more
organized and choreographed.

Our congregation joined some 1,600 parishioners
— representing some 20 churches of different
denominations — who gathered at St. David
Catholic Church in Davie to support the
organization’s platform.

BOLD Justice is a grassroots organization of
religious congregations working to solve critical
community problems.

BOLD Justice leaders presented their communi-
ty platform - mental health, senior citizens and
youth arrests - to the appropriated elected
officials, and put a human face on it by having a
presentation by a participant who had either
experienced the problem or had family members
who had gone through it.




Merrell United Methodist Church Presents

" FRIDAY

ADril 14TH 2227

Ken Parker
Hosted By: John T.

Venue: Merrell United Methodist Church

2900 N. State Rd 7, Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33319
For Ticket Infoarmation, Please Call The

Church Office at (954) 731-2323

BN Designed By Mister G

Are you celebrating your birthday, wedding anniversary , or
ALTAR FLOWERS

remembering a loved one?
Say it with ,-
ALTAR FLOWERS

Sign up to provide flowers for the altar.

How to sign up..

1. 1. Choose your special date(s) on the flower calendar in the Narthex &
and complete the form.

2. 2. Include your completed form and donation in envelope with your
payment. The donation for an arrangement is $35.00 per side.

3. 3. Place you completed form and donation in the offering plate or
deliver it to the church office

Many thanks to those of you who have already signed up!



Sunday Worship Times WEEKLY EVENTS

Contemporary Worship  8:00AM  Sanctuary Bible Study Monday  7:00PM  Ragsdale Hall
Adult Bible Study 9:00AM East Lounge Bible Study Tuesday Noon Chapel

New Members Class ~ 9:10AM  Room 17 Prayer Meeting Tuesday  6:30PM  Sanctuary
Youth Bible Study 9:30AM Ragsdale Hall Men’s Choir Wednesday ~ 7:00PM  Music Room
Traditional Worship 10:00AM Sanctuary Dance Rehearsal Wednesday 7:00PM  Ragsdale Hall
Every Fourth Sunday 6:00PM Sanctuary Dunamis Youth  Friday 7:00PM  Ragsdale Hall

Choir Rehearsal Saturday  4:00PM  Music Room

It's Happening at Merrell in April
Mark Your Calendar!!!

+ SUNDAY, April 23.. MEMBERS’ MEETING
+ SUNDAY APRIL 30...PRESCHOOL APPRECIATION SUNDAY
+ FRIDAY, APRIL 28....FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

UMW : COMMITTED TO MISSION

Pink was the color of the morning during

Sunday at Merrell.

TR The women, in white with pink scarves,
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2018 in Columbus, Ohio.

stronger discipleship leaders in their communities.
The organization is open to all women. See Sis. Thelma McGeachy for more details.

filled the front pews, representing decades of
commitment to mission. Merrell, a five-star
A unit, joins UMW worldwide in celebrating
Y nearly 150 years of mission and caring for
“#& 'women, children and youth. The organiza-

* tion is preparing for its quadrennial United
v Methodist Women Assembly May 18-20,

It will be a time for fellowship, an oppor-
tunity to empower faithful women to be


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-ofKUt7TMAhWEOyYKHfZBBSwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffmfblife.org%2Fministries%2Ffmfb-community-garden%2F&psig=AFQjCNG1WIKGT6lofEjCGXxgbdi2g4Bi1Q&ust=1462039063

Announcements

Bread Cart Ministry
April 3rd & April 17
2:00—3:00 PM—RAGSDALE HALL
Please Note: You will be required to sign in.

Y,
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worship COMMITTEE MEETING
saturday, april 15 @
2:00PM ROOM 17

Ragsdale Hall

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE MEETING
SATURDAY, april 8 @ 10:30AM
ROOM 17

YOUTH MEETING
FRIDAY, april 7 & 21 @ 7:00pm
RAGSDALE HALL

Pre -school COUNCIL mEETING
WEDNESDAY, april 19 @ 7:00PM ROOM 17

SPPRC MEETING RUTH CIRCLE
TUESDAY, april 4th @ 7:00PM - ROOM 1 TUESDAY, april 18 @ 10:00am
Ragsdale hall
LYDIA CIRCLE
THURSDAY, april 13 - 7:00pm

Finance Committee
TUESDAY, april 18 @
7:00PM - ROOM 17

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE MEETING
THURSDAY april 20 @
7:30PM ROOM 17

CHURCH COUNCIL
TUESDAY, april 25 @ 7:00pm
RAGSDALE HALL

Join Rev. Hope McNeitWilliams
every first Thursdays at 7:00pm
in the East Lounge

(ks

Glorifying God in our Marriages
Ephesians 5:22, 25

Thursday, april 6

Join in the fun and informative
monthly fellowships and gain biblical and
practical tools to equip you to gain more of
what god desires for you!

FARM SHARI

Food Distribution

Various food items will be
available to those in need in our
South Florida Community

PICK UP LOCATION:
MERRELL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3900 N. STATERD 7
LAUDERDALE LAKES, FL 33319
Contact: 954-731-2323 for more information
Next Distribution:

APRIL 22ND 10 a.m - 3p.m
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Alexandria Fletcher 04/01
Adrian Lowe 04/01
Jean Walters 04/02

Courtney Mills 04/02
Danielle Brooks 04/02
Vireena Daley 04/04
Murlene Salmon 04/04
Olive Harte 04/04
Icent Sidden 04/05
Pearl Lewis 04/06
Hortense Ormsby 04/08

Norma Williamson 04/08
Nioka Myrie 04/08
Carl Walcott 04/10
Clare Dixon 04/10

Owen Webb 04/10
Kristi Anderson 04/11
Jazmine Hyacinth 04/11
Leoma lIsaac 04/11
Jermaine Barnaby 04/12
Dennis Mullings 04/13
Shawn Perrin 04/13
Lemara Williams 04/13
Syan Tullis 04/14
Monique Nichols 04/15
Claire Smith Hall 04/17
Sharonda Sapp 04/17
Marcus Watson 04/17
Andrew Pryce 04/17
Kamar Smith 04/17

Barrington Barry 04/17
Leonard Rhoden 04/18
Fay Anderson 04/18
Conroy Bennett 04/19
Joycinth Campbell 04/21
Gwenneth Gayle 04/23/
Vera Evans-Duncan 04/24
Myra Hamilton 04/24
Adia Barnes 04/24
Justin Barnaby 04/25
Auvril Brathwaite 04/26
Javone Shelland 04/26
Naryiah Hinson 04/26
Alma Coombs 04/27
Collis Sewell 04/29
Karlene Ellis 04/29

Our Church Leaders

Church Council United Methodist Women
Sis. Eileen Tucker Sis. Thelma McGeachy
Lay Leader United Methodist Men
Sis. Patricia Tabois Bro. Lovell McKail
Lay Member to Annual Visitation Ministry

T:) The Staff T:)

The Rev. Bancroft Leighton Williams, Pastor
Email: pastorbancroft@merrellumc.org
Claudette Meatley, Certified Church Administrator
Email: claudette@merrellumc.org
Bro. Louis Trotman, Director of Music

Sis. Shirley Smith, Director Preschool Conference Sis. Dizzierene Cox
Email: Preschool@merrellumc.org Sis. Lorna Smith Stewardship
Mr. Leroy Satchell, Custodian Staff Pastor Parish Relations Bro. Winston Chang

Committee New Members Committee
Sis. Yvette Smith Sis. Rose Farquharson
Admn. Assistant to Pastor Membership Secretary
Sis. Claudette Meatley Sis. Phillipa Daniels
BAPTISMS Finance Committee Campus Ministry
Performed at the Sunday Service, contact the Church Office. Bro. Wayne Ranger Representative
MARRIAGES Treasurer Sis. Judith Gohagen
Performed after consultation with the Pastor Bro. Eric Royes Disaster Coordinator
Financial Secretary Bro. Lovell McKail
Sis. Norma Williamson Worship Ministries
Prayer Ministry Sis. Deloris Ellis

MEMBERSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP
Merrell welcomes interested persons to become members.
We invite you to contact the Pastor by calling the Church Office.

In time of illness or sorrow, please call the Pastor

or the Church Office promptly. Sis. Uliet Black Youth
Trustee Sis. Judy Gohagen
Bro. Franklyn Coombs Sis. Keisha Coombs-Newman
Evangelism/Outreach Thrift Shop
Visit our website Ministries Interim Coordinator
Sis. Valerie Henry Sis. Phylis Brown

Preschool Board Chair
Sis. Thelma McGeachy

www.merrellumc.org

Bulletin Announcement Forms are available in the church office area on the office door. Please return form(s) via email:
office@merrellumc.org or place it in the box on the office door. Deadline for announcements: WEDNESDAY at NOON.




