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Vision: 
Merrell UMC is a Christian community sharing the love of Jesus Christ through the practice of 
our gifts and graces to become Christian disciples of excellence. Christian disciples are          
believing and those yet to believe (Christians and  pre-Christians) being transformed in a life 
giving faith community, living the gospel out of biblical learning, with inspirational worship, 
growing in generosity, committed to transform communities with our service and  accepting 
God’s presence for all  people through prayer.   

+ Merrell United Methodist Church  + 
3900 N. State Road 7  Lauderdale Lakes,  Fl 33319 

Office - 954-731-2323  Fax – 954-731-3320  
Email - office@merrellumc.org   

Pre-School: 954-731-2336 
The Reverend Bancroft L. Williams, Senior Pastor 

 

Spirit-led•Equipped•Empowered•Disciples 
Mission:  To create Spirit-led, Equipped and Empowered Disciples for the world. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

 

Happy September to you. At the time of this writing, we are expecting to 

experience the results of “Dorian,” either as a tropical storm or a hurri-

cane. We will keep each other and those impacted by the storm in prayer.  

Hurricane impact or not, we have some significant activities in Septem-

ber that we should be aware of. 

 

 We have our Rally of the Four Seasons still on track for today. 

 

The following week, we have Revival, four days for spiritual renewal, starting with September 15th Sun-

day morning worship service.  The theme is Rest Over Distress: The power of prayer.  I am constantly 

thinking and moving in the direction of renewing and embracing new ways of being church in our con-

text. We all have observed how our Sunday attendance has shrunk  lately. There are social distresses 

contributing to the challenges experienced by many of our church members and friends. I believe we 

need to intentionally listen and respond to our lived realities as we work faithfully for God. It will mean 

making some adjustments of time and usage of our talents for the Lord. 

 

 The last Sunday of this month, September 29, we will have an all church meeting after 8 AM and        

10 AM services where we will receive administrative and program committees’ updates. I also will share 

the good news of what Christian love and justice may look like in these times.  

 

We do not need to panic or be afraid. This is our time for boldly stepping out into the unknown with 

God “who will never leave us or forsake us.”  

 

The example of Ezra the priest who was preparing to return to Jerusalem after exile in Persia/Media is 

instructive. Not wanting to be embarrassed in asking the King for a military escort after declaring total 

trust in God, he wrote: “I proclaimed a fast there beside the Ahava Canal, a fast to humble ourselves 

before our God and pray for wise guidance for our journey – all our people and possessions….So we fast-

ed and prayed about these concerns. And he (God) listened.” [Ezra 8:21,23 Message].  

 

May we listen to God on our life journeys.  Peace be with you! 
 

In Christ, 
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The Rev. Bancroft L. Williams, Senior 

Tuesday, September 17 
Guest Speaker Bishop Clinton G. Ruddock 

NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP CENTER C.O.G 

Come out and PLUG 

into the POWER of 

PRAYER 
Monday, September 16 

Guest Speaker Rev. Reginald Hansome 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN 

AMERICA 

 
   

Come out this Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday to our Fall Revival and plug into 
the power of prayer and hear anointed preaching how to experience “Rest over Dis-
tress” on your spiritual walk 
 

 

“”I will bring them to my  holy mountain, and bring them joy in my house 
of prayer.” Isaiah 56:7 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Church family, we are praying fervently for our brothers and sisters in the       
Bahamas who are affected by Hurricane Dorian. We know that they have a long 
road ahead during the recovery. And we grieve with the families who have lost 
loved ones.  

Many of you have called the church asking how can we help. We have          
joined with the South East District, who, in turn, is partnering with Christ 
Church in Fort Lauderdale and Food for the Poor in Coconut Creek that has 
quick access to the islands. They are asking for canned goods and diapers. 

We have set up an area in the Narthex for you to drop off  your donations and 
they will be taken to the two Broward locations. Monetary donations also are 
welcomed. Please make checks payable to UMCOR and they will be forward to 
them.  



  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 20 

To the Congregation:  
 
Pastor Bancroft has called a church-wide meeting 
on September 29 following the 10 a.m. worship       
service. Pastor Bancroft will lead the discussion after 
the 8 a.m. meeting. All ministry chairs are to prepare a 
brief     report covering the following: 
 
1) Your 2019 ministry accomplishments to date 
2) Your plans for ministry improvements in 2020 
3) Your concerns for the future of your ministry and 
the overall church, which may include financial      
issues. 
 
Each presentation should last no more than 3 to 5 
minutes. Please prepare a copy and send to the Pastor 
and the lay leaders - sisters Lurow Hall and Pat Tabois - 
by no later than September 27, 2019.    

National Day of Volunteer Youth 
Ministry Training Opportunity 

 

September 21, 2019 
9:00 – 11:30 am 
In September, First UMC of Homestead is going to 
be part of a National Day of Volunteer Youth    
Ministry Training. The simulcast will be broadcast 
in over 200 locations around the US. The training 
will be given in TED talk style by leading Youth 
Ministry voices like Doug Fields, Josh Griffin and 
Kara Powell plus more!!! This training is being  
offered for $99 for a church. The church can bring 
1 volunteer or 99 and it's the same price –plus they 
are going to offer lunch to those who make the 
trip!  

You can find details on how to register, speakers, 
and other detail items at this address: 

https://downloadyouthministry.brushfire.com/
events/451623 

Becky Gilbert,  Youth Pastor at First  UMC        
Homestead, would like to follow up with you if you 
are  interested in part ic ipat ing with F irst          
Homestead. In the meantime, please let her know if 
you are interested or if you have any questions by 
emailing her at becky@homestead.church .         
She would love to put you on their list! 

https://downloadyouthministry.brushfire.com/events/451623
https://downloadyouthministry.brushfire.com/events/451623
mailto:becky@homestead.church


  

  Intercessory Prayer 

There are many ways to love our neighbor, but 

intercessory prayer—praying on behalf of oth-

er people—is surely one of the most powerful. 

In this type of prayer, we bring the person or 

the circumstance that troubles us before God 

until we can sense and be changed by God’s 

attitude toward that person or circumstance. 

The Bible is full of examples of intercessory 

prayers. The prophets pray for the people of 

Israel. Jesus faithfully prays for his disciples. 

He even intercedes for those involved in his 

crucifixion, “Father, forgive them for they do 

not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 

The book of Hebrews indicates that Jesus will 

always intercede for us (Hebrews 7:25). 

Praying for others is our responsibility and our 

privilege. 

Try it out. 

The scriptures direct us to intercede for others. 

Take a few minutes to focus on each of these 

groups of people and hold them in prayer be-

fore God.                                                      

Try to imagine God’s healing, restoration, and 

love as it might be expressed to each of these 

groups: 

¶ all in authority 

¶ ministers 

¶ the church 

¶ friends 

¶ neighbors 

¶ the sick 

¶ our enemies 

¶ (and, in case we missed anyone) all people 

everywhere 

Intercession is not only a solitary practice. 

When we gather with other believers and lift 

up names of people and situations needing 

prayer, we practice corporate intercession. 

This also occurs when we gather with several 

others to pray for a troubling situation. As you 

gather with others, think of a place of           

violence, tension, or disaster that you can lift 

up in prayer. Each person present could offer a 

spoken prayer followed by silence. Close by 

affirming God’s ability to bring justice, to 

have the last word. 

Our intercessions for others may take on a 

more active nature. We can express our        
intercessions through simple acts of kindness 
and compassion. This may include sending a 
note of encouragement or making a donation 
to an organization in the name of a friend or 

relative. Or, you may feel led to call someone 
or to speak up for those who have no voice. Is 
there someone God wants you to contact or 
something God wants you to do? Act on this 
leading as your prayer of intercession. 
 

Upper Room 



  

 

Sunday Worship Times 
   

Contemporary Worship    8:00AM  Sanctuary 

Adult Bible Study    9:00AM  East Lounge 

New Members Class    9:10AM  Room 17 

Youth Bible Study    9:30AM          Ragsdale Hall 

Traditional Worship  10:00AM        Sanctuary 

 

WEEKLY EVENTS     

Bible Study     Tuesday Noon      Resumes 8/6 

Bible Study     Wednesday 6:30PM   Resumes 8/7 

Prayer Meeting     Tuesday        6:30PM    Sanctuary 

Dance Rehearsal    Wednesday  7:00PM    Ragsdale Hall 

Dunamis Youth     Friday           7:00PM    Ragsdale Hall  

Menõs Choir      Saturday         3:00PM    Music Room 

Choir Rehearsal     Saturday       4:00PM   Music Room 

MERRELL WELCOMES  

INTERESTED  PERSONS TO BECOME 

MEMBERS !  CONFIRMATION &  

NEW MEMBERS CLASS  SUNDAY AT   

9:15AM - ROOM 17  

Please see Sis. Rose Farquharson today after the 10:00AM service or 

contact our  Church Office at 954-731-2323  

GOD- Made in His image 
           ADULT SUNDAY 
SCHOOL INVITATION 
                       
All saints, ladies and gentlemen, are 
invited and encouraged to come 
out and study the Word of God. 

When: Every Sunday morning at 9am 
Where: The East Lounge 
Topics: God the Creator 
         In Godõs Image 
         Worship 
This quarterõs lessons focus on GOD. We will search the 
scripture to gain a better understanding of the character of 
God and what òGodnessó is. We will also explore and     
discuss in depth why we worship God and what it means that 
we are ôcreated in Godõs imageõ. Please bring your bibles 

FRIDAY & Saturday  
September 13 & 14  
September 27 & 28  

10:00 a.m -  1:00p.m 
Please Note: You will be  required to sign in and 

bring bags to collect items.  

RUTH CIRCLE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17ñ10:00AM-RAGSDALE HALL 

Finance committee  
September 10 ñ7:00PM -  ROOM 17 

Trustees committee  
September 19 ñ7:30pmñroom 17  

  

CHURCH COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, September 24 ñ7:00pmñRAGSDALE  

Lydia circle  
Thursday september 12 ñ7:00pm-RAGSDALE HALL 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-ofKUt7TMAhWEOyYKHfZBBSwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffmfblife.org%2Fministries%2Ffmfb-community-garden%2F&psig=AFQjCNG1WIKGT6lofEjCGXxgbdi2g4Bi1Q&ust=1462039063


  

 

Bulletin Announcement Forms are available in the church office area on the office door. Please return form(s) via email:                                 

office@merrellumc.org or place it in the box on the office door. Deadline for  announcements:  WEDNESDAY at  NOON. 

 

www.merrellumc.org 
 

+ The Staff +  

The Rev. Bancroft Leighton Williams, Pastor  

Email: pastorbancroft@merrellumc.org 

Sis. Claudette Meatley, Certified Church Administrator 

Email: claudette@merrellumc.org 

Bro. Louis Trotman, Director of Music     

Sis. Shirley Smith, Director Preschool 

Email: Preschool@merrellumc.org 

Mr. Leroy Satchell, Custodian 

  

MEMBERSHIP AND DISCIPLESHIP  

Merrell welcomes interested persons to become members. 

We invite you to contact the Pastor by calling the Church Office. 

  

  

BAPTISMS  

Performed at the Sunday Service, contact the Church Office. 

 MARRIAGES  

Performed after consultation with the Pastor  

_____________ 
 

In time of illness or sorrow, please call the Pastor 

or the Church Office promptly. 

Church Council  

Sis. Eileen Tucker 

Lay Leaders 

Sis. Patricia Tabois  

Sis. Lurow Hall  

Lay Member to Annual  

      Conference  

       Sis. Lorna  Smith    

Staff Pastor Parish        Re-

lations Committee  

Sis. Yvette Smith 

Admn. Assistant to Pastor 

Sis. Claudette  Meatley 

       Finance Committee            

Bro. Wayne Ranger 

       Financial Secretary  

Sis. Norma Williamson  

Prayer Ministry  

Sis. Uliet  Black  

Trustee 

Bro. Franklyn Coombs  

Evangelism/Outreach                

     Ministries   

Sis. Valerie Henry 

Preschool Board Chair 

Sis. Thelma McGeachy 

 

United Methodist Women  

Sis. Thelma McGeachy 

   United Methodist Men  

    Bro. Lovell McKail   

Visitation Ministry  

Sis. Dizzierene Cox 

    Stewardship  

Bro. Winston Chang  

New Members Committee 

Sis. Rose Farquharson 

    Membership Secretary 

Sis. Phillipa Daniels  

Campus Ministry  

       Representative  

Sis. Judith Gohagen 

   Disaster Coordinator  

  Bro. Lovell McKail  

 Worship Ministries  

  Sis. Ettamerle Rapley 

 Youth 

 Sis. Judy Gohagen 

Sis. Keisha  Coombs-Newman 

Thrift Shop  

Interim Coordinator  

Sis. Phylis Brown  

Budget Director  

Bro. Dudley Mills  

Our Church Leaders 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Joel Forbes 09/01 

Shanquita Harris 09/02 

Lola Smith 09/04 

Laura Williams 09/06 

Yvette Smith 09/07 

 David Shomers 09/08 

Claris McDonald 09/08 

Victoria Saunders 09/09 

Beverly Johnson 09/10 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Elvis Jones 09/10 

Claudette Meatley 09/11 

Aleeyah Fletcher 09/12 

Vincent Gayle 09/13 

Akiel Reynolds 09/13 

Owen Tabois 09/15 

Norma Barnaby 09/17 

Dorothy Clarke 09/20 

Mabel Hill 09/22 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Genevieve Christie 09/23 

Dornia James 09/23 

Oliver Anglin 09/24 

Michael Smith 09/24 

Carlton Brown 09/27 

Winsom Allen 09/29 

Nigel Ellis 09/30 

Deja' Thurston 09/30 

Myrtle Smith 09/30 

 
 

 


